CT COLT Fall Conference 2007 – Monday, October 29th
Connecticut Convention Center   Hartford, CT

Conference co-chairs Dominique Gálvez, Marcelo Pelliccioni, and Mary-Paz Tellechea welcome you to the 2007 Fall Conference.

Dear Colleagues and CT COLT Members,

tc "Dear Colleagues and CT COLT Members,"The Connecticut Council of Language Teachers is pleased to announce that this year’s Fall Conference will be held at the Connecticut Convention Center in Hartford on October 29, 2007.  We hope that you will enjoy all that this new venue has to offer—a beautiful facility with an impressive 110-foot glass atrium, convenient location, modern conference rooms, river views, and professional catering.  Most importantly, however, we know that this year’s conference program will provide many opportunities for you to add new and creative ideas to your teaching repertoire, enrich your content knowledge, and discover different ways to form connections with students.  Attendees will be able to participate in new and exciting workshops, immersion day programs, and networking opportunities.  
Do you “speak the same language” as your students?  This year’s conference theme is Connecting With Students Through Language and Culture.  Many of our workshops offer innovative approaches to engaging students in language and culture learning by fostering a learning environment that meets the needs of learners in all languages, learning preferences, levels, and settings.
This year’s conference welcome will be given by Eddie Perez, the Mayor of Hartford, Rita Oleksak, the President of ACTFL, Mary Ann Hansen, World Languages Consultant at the Connecticut State Department of Education, and Kathy Sinisgalli, the President of CT COLT.
As an incentive for registering early, you will receive a significantly reduced rate if you register on or before September 18th.  Please refer to the registration fees and deadlines at the end of this packet for further information.  Please note that the registration fees and deadlines have changed this year.  In order to accommodate all teachers who want to participate in the conference, we request that you avoid registering on-site.
This year, conference participants will enjoy a sit-down lunch together.  You may choose between Chicken Picatta, egg battered boneless breast simmered in Pinot Grigio, Capers and Herbs with a Lemon Beurre Blanc or the vegetarian Cheese Tortellini with Cremini Mushrooms, Spinach, and Alfredo Sauce.  The meal will be served with the Balsamic House Salad, bread and butter, and coffee or tea.  Carrot Cake will be served for dessert.  The cost of this lunch is included in your registration fee.  Your conference packet that you will receive at the registration area on the conference day will indicate your lunch choice.  We hope that you will enjoy conversing with new and old friends during lunchtime.
To register for the Fall Conference you will need to fill out TWO forms: the “Conference Registration Form” and the “Workshop Pre-registration Form.” The workshop summary listing provides you with a wide variety of topics from which to choose. This year you will be asked to supply in order of preference the titles and numbers of THREE workshops for each session you choose to attend. You may attend only ONE WORKSHOP PER SESSION, but we need to know alternate choices just in case the workshop that you have selected has been closed because of high enrollment. All efforts will be made to honor your first choices. Pre-registration will be on a first-come, first-serve basis and will be confirmed only at the conference. Please be aware that some workshops have limited enrollment. A pre-printed form with the workshops by session for which you are registered will be included in the Fall Conference Registration Packet that you will receive on the day of the conference. 
In closing, we would like express our respect and appreciation for the conference planning committee.  Many thanks go to Paul St. Louis, the conference coordinator and webmaster, Kathy Sinisgalli, the current CT COLT president, Richard DeMeij, Jan Picerno and John Hegarty the workshop committee chairs, Nancy Silander who created the conference day program, Greg Semplice, the AV coordinator, Christi Moraga who has worked tirelessly to find conference sponsorships, Jaya Vijayasekar and David Schulz, our exhibits chairs, Aileen Dever, the publicity chairperson, Dorothy Mulford, the hospitality chair, Harry Schuh, ads coordinator, Carol Kearns, conference favors, Emily Peel, door prize coordinator, Ellen Brookes, newsletter, Barbara Lindsey, Ways and Means, Joe Alaimo, conference treasurer, and Mary Tuohy, registration.  Thank you all for the countless hours you have devoted to promote language teaching and learning in Connecticut.  It has truly been a pleasure to have worked with you this year.  
We hope to see you at the Connecticut Convention Center on October 29th!
Don’t forget to register early!  

Sincerely,

Conference co-chairs

Dominique Gálvez            Marcelo Pelliccioni            Mary-Paz Tellechea
