World Language High School Graduation Requirement Petition
World Language High School Graduation Requirement Petition

CONNECTICUT COUNCIL OF LANGUAGE TEACHERS ANNUAL FALL CONFERENCE

October 27, 2008
TO:     MEMBERS OF THE CONNECTICUT STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

CC:     CONNECTICUT STATE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION

PETITION TO REINSTATE WORLD LANGUAGE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENT
WE, THE UNDERSIGNED, AS EDUCATORS AND SUPPORTERS OF WORLD LANGUAGE INSTRUCTION, DO PETITION THE CONNECTICUT STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION TO REINSTATE A HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION REQUIREMENT OF 2.0 CREDITS FOR WORLD LANGUAGE STUDY AS ORIGINALLY PROPOSED IN A SUPERIOR EDUCATION FOR CONNECTICUT'S 21st CENTURY LEARNERS - FIVE-YEAR COMPREHENSIVE PLAN FOR EDUCATION 2006-2011.

WE URGE RECONSIDERATION OF THE OMISSION OF A WORLD LANGUAGE GRADUATION REQUIREMENT AS DOCUMENTED IN THE REPORT OF THE AD-HOC COMMITTEE'S FINAL PLAN DRAFT (passed 10/2/08) FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS:
•  "Living and competing successfully in a global society and economy will require an understanding of our interconnectedness." (CT State Board of Education)

•  Interconnectedness is uniquely fostered through foreign language study in two ways: to express oneself in a different language and to understand aspects of a culture different from one's own is to internalize differences as just that—differences not judgments; that is, foreign language study breaks one's ethnocentricity, fostering an openness to others different from ourselves.

.

•  Studies conducted in middle and high schools indicate that foreign language study improves test scores in social studies, language arts, and math and verbal portions of the SAT. (Cooper, 1987; Garfunkel and Tabor,  1991)

•   "... in order to confront the 21st century challenges to our economy and national security, our education system must be strengthened to enhance the foreign language skills and cultural awareness of our students." (CT Committee for Economic Development)

    

•  International trade is an important engine of growth for Connecticut. 1200 foreign owned companies have chosen to invest in CT (CBIA); to interact in that business community it is an asset to speak their languages, to know about our own cultural style and how that style meshes with the cultures of others. Mike Eskew, CEO of UPS, talks about needing workers who are "global trade literate, sensitive to foreign cultures, conversant in different languages". (Time, Dec. 10, 2006)
 

• In 2006 the Center for Economic Development warned of economic and national security implications of the U.S. language gap, stating: "To compete successfully in the global marketplace, both U.S.-based multinational corporations as well as small businesses increasingly need employees with knowledge of foreign languages and cultures to market products to customers around the globe and to work effectively with foreign employees and partners in other countries. For example, foreign language skills and knowledge of other cultures can prove invaluable when working on global business teams or negotiating with overseas clients." (http://www.ced.org/docs/report/report_foreignlanguages.pdf)  
•  "Apart from an early start and a well-articulated program, a strong policy in  support of language instruction is the most influential factor in creating and sustaining language programs. In all European countries, at least one foreign language is compulsory. " (Research by the Center for Applied Linguistics)

•  Scarcity of math and science teachers has not led to omission of graduation requirements. Scarcity of foreign language teachers should not be a reason for omission of a foreign language graduation requirement that provides skills for interconnectedness and intercultural communication. (See Ad-Hoc Committee's Final Report, p. 16)

•  Existing disparity in the delivery of (foreign language) programs, if true, is not unique to this curriculum area and is not a reason to devalue a program by eliminating a graduation requirement. Disparity can exist in all curricula areas and the responsibility for consistent quality programs lies with policy makers and educational leaders. ((See Ad-Hoc Committee's Final Report, p. 16) 

• Foreign language proponents and administrators were not given an opportunity to consult and collaborate with the Ad Hoc Committee during their work as was the case with Fine Arts and Physical Education. (See Ad- Hoc Committee's Final Report)
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