Dear Legislator,

This October, the Ad-Hoc committee of the State Board of Education submitted its recommendation for high school graduation requirements.  While there was a two credit requirement in world languages in the original document, it was taken out of the new Connecticut Plan for high school reform. As a World Language supporter in your district, I would like to make you aware that our students in Connecticut will not be prepared to compete on local and global levels without this critical skill.  With our rapidly shrinking world, our children will be obligated to conduct their lives in a global society where knowledge of more than one language will be necessary. 
“…in order to confront the 21st century challenges to our economy and national security, our education system must be strengthened to enhance the foreign language skills and cultural awareness of our students.”




(Connecticut Committee for Economic Development)

World Languages and cultural proficiency are invaluable skills which will help employ our children in multinational companies in Connecticut and beyond our borders.  We urge you to reexamine the impact this decision will have on the education of our children.  it would be a significant step backwards for Connecticut not to require language learning for its youth. The learning of any second language will improve students’ understanding of other cultures as well as strengthen their own cognitive abilities.  

Ensuring that each student leaves Connecticut schools with some knowledge of a language other than English will make a difference in the lives of these students as they will be better equipped to live and work in the 21st Century.
On behalf of language educators and supporters across the state, I encourage you to use your position of leadership to make learning a language a requirement for high school graduation in the state of Connecticut.








Sincerely, 
