
The CCSU Department of Modern Languages, with support from the CCSU Arts and Sciences Diversity Initiative Grant and the CCSU West European Studies Committee, invite you to a panel discussion on diversity and global awareness in higher education.
Title:
 Promoting Diversity in Higher Education through Global Awareness
Date: March 31, Monday from 4-6. Founders Hall, Davidson Hall, CCSU.

Free and open to the public, no RSVP required

Light refreshments following panel discussion

Parking: Vance Garage—Open one hour before the event

Moderator: Mathew Ciscel (English Department)
Speakers:

* Beatriz Pastor. Professor at Dartmouth College since 1985. She is a nationally acclaimed scholar in the field of Latin American Studies. Professor Pastor has several publications about the situation of the Latino population in the USA. Her work deals with the idea of creating a new definition of the community in terms of language, culture and society. Professor Pastor’s presentation title and summary are as follows:

"Shifting identities and shifting languages in a global context"

Migrations, the diversity they generate and the tensions they create in terms of self-definition and group interactions have come to shape and define many societies in the 21st century. Against this demographic background this presentation will focus on the role of language in the process of self-redefinition and identity building. It will also discuss the role of language as a tool for resistance against authority and assimilation. It will examine some of the "hybrid languages" produced by migrating subjects and/ or subjects in border zones with intense linguistic/cultural exchanges (Spanglish, Portuñol, French/Spanish.)

* Humphrey Tonkin. Professor of the Humanities at the University of Hartford and President Emeritus. Dr. Tonkin chairs the Center for Research and Documentation on World Language Problems, which organizes conferences and publishes research on language policy. Professor Humphrey Tonkin’s presentation title and summary are as follows:
"Equality of opportunity and equality of experience in study abroad”

This presentation will deal with the barriers confronting language students who wish to study abroad. In this context it is important to prepare students to deal with difference.  We are moving more and more towards a world in which the management of difference is important (indeed, today's political situation shows that we cannot easily tolerate difference internationally). Language education and study abroad are important keys to understanding the nature of difference and developing means of managing it peacefully.

* Timothy Reagan. Professor of Educational Leadership at CCSU. His wide ranging scholarship goes from Multiculturalism and Diversity in schools to Language Planning and the theoretical training of the professional educator. Professor Timothy Reagan’s presentation title and summary are as follows:

  
“Diversity, Global Studies and Language Education”

 This presentation will examine the role of language and language education in helping students to better understand and relate to the challenges of diversity in their own society, as well as in terms of the global community.  Arguments will be presented for the role of language not only as a means of communication, but also as an epistemological foundation for general and liberal education.
Sponsored by: 

-Arts and Sciences Diversity Initiative Grant

-Department of Modern Languages, CCSU

-West European Studies Committee, CCSU

Links to CCSU:

http://www.ccsu.edu/visit.htm
