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Approximately 200 children will recite rhymes and sing songs in world languages on Thursday, March 18th 2010 for the Nineteenth Annual CT COLT Rhyme Celebration. The event will take place at Smith Middle School in Glastonbury at 3:30 P.M.   Sponsored by the Connecticut Council of Language Teachers (CT COLT) and co-hosted by East Hartford-Glastonbury Elementary Magnet School and Glastonbury Public Schools, the Rhyme Celebration was created for children from Pre- K to sixth grade, to promote an early love for world languages.  Delegations represent 15 towns, 13 school districts, and 26 schools (both public and private) from around the state.  Thirty- five world language teachers and world language administrators are supporting the children in their renditions, encouraging them to speak as clearly as possible and to do their best.

There is a combination of groups representing world languages learned in school (French, Spanish, and Japanese), after school and Saturday programs, as well as heritage languages learned at home.  There are 17 languages represented this year:  Bangla, Chinese, Farsi, French, German, Greek, Hindi, Italian, Japanese, Kannada, Portuguese, Russian, Spanish, Swedish, Turkish, Urdu and Vietnamese.
The theme this year is “Discover Languages, Discover Friendship” was inspired by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages. ACTFL, a professional organization with more than 11,000 members is promoting “Discover Languages” www.actfl.org   The rhymes, songs and tongue twisters chosen by the teachers, will remind us of the importance of friendship.  Each elementary student will receive a certificate printed in the language of the recitation, an illustrated souvenir program booklet with all of the rhymes, a button (made by a Glastonbury student chosen from a district-wide contest), a “goody bag” and snacks.  Participants were also encouraged to draw children dressed in heritage clothing for the participatory mural.
This event encourages world language teachers and parents to receive timely information about the profession in the state and nation. Elementary world languages teachers network with colleagues in CT COLT, ACTFL, ACTFL LLC SIG (Language Learning for Children Special Interest Group) and NNELL (National Network for Early Language Learning).  
For more information go to:

 www.ctcolt.org  ,  www.actfl.org  and www.foreignlanguage.org 
You may contact: Christi Moraga, Rhyme Celebration Co-Chair,   trigal@comcast.net 
and Kristen Vrabie, Rhyme Celebration Co-Chair, kvrabie@marlborough.k12.ct.us 
2010 Schools Participating in Rhyme Celebration

In order of appearance:

1) Region 10: Harwington- Lake Garda Elementary, Harwinton Consolidated Elementary (Spanish)

2)  Old Saybrook Public:  Kathleen E. Goodwin Elementary (Spanish)

3) West Hartford Public: Norfeldt, (French), Braeburn (Spanish) and Aiken Elementary Schools (Spanish)

4) Waterbury:  Maloney Interdistrict Magnet School (Japanese)

5) Farmington Public: West Woods Upper Elementary (French, Russian, Bangla, Hindi)

6) Clinton:  Joel and Abraham Pierson Elementary Schools (Spanish)

7) Newington Private School: SNETACA-Turkish School (Turkish)

8) Marlborough Public Schools:  Elmer Thienes-Mary Hall Elementary (Spanish, Bangla, Farsi)

9)  Shepaug Region 12 Public: Roxbury- Booth Free School and 

Bridgewater- Burnham School (Spanish)Washington Primary (Spanish, French)

10) West Hartford Private: The German School of Connecticut (German)

11)  Mansfield Public Schools:  Annie Vinton and Southeast Elementary Schools (Spanish, Chinese, Swedish, Farsi, Urdu, Greek)

12)  Glastonbury Public: Buttonball Lane, Eastbury, Gideon Wells, Hebron Avenue, Hopewell, Naubuc, and Nayaug Elementary

(Spanish, Bangla, Italian , Portuguese, Swedish, Vietnamese)

13) East Hartford Public: East Hartford-Glastonbury Elementary Magnet School (Japanese,  Bangla,  Hindi, Italian, Kannada , Spanish )
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Discover the World!





